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JUDAS OOLOOLAH 


From the moment of meeting Ooloolah, one begins to understand the appeal of his 
exquisitely-rendered sculpture in soapstone, caribou antler and whalebone. His 
broad, easy smile is an indication of a great personal warmth, gentleness and 
humour. He proudly introduced his wife and the six children and grandchildren that 
are now his family. In spite of living in a very small house with few modern comforts 
and having recently moved to Gjoa Haven from Spence Bay, their home for close to 
fifteen years, there was a feeling of happiness in the family. With disarming 
directness, Ooloolah described the joy his family gave him. Close interpersonal 
relationships are an essential and integral part of his life and this is reflected in his 
sculpture in which everyday, human themes predominate. 


Another important aspect of Ooloolah’s life, and consequently his art, as his role as 
hunter. In the isolated Boothia Peninsula communities of Gjoa Haven and Spence 
Bay, north of the Arctic Circle, people continue to be dependent upon hunting and 
fishing for their food supply. Caribou, seal and char are mainstays of their diet, 
Supplemented occasionally by polar bear and muskox. The animals hunted have 
always been necessary for survival and Inuit culture is characterized by animism, the 
belief that animals have a soul, or an inua. The animals have traditionally been 
accorded great respect, even after being killed, and this close bond between man 
and animal is a constant theme in Inuit art. 


In Ooloolah’s work, an all-pervasive humanism is conveyed by the animals. Faces 
are highly expressive, often registering surprise or merriment. These creatures are 
not merely utilitarian objects. Each has a life, or a persona of its own. 


Ooloolah’s sculpture is an extension of his real world. Each piece implies a context, 
with one or more figures interrelating, sometimes on a base that helps to define the 
context. Single figures are always engaged in an action that infers a specific 
environment. There is a pervasive dynamism in the carved works that is revealed in 
body movements, gestures, and especially in the faces. The figures and animals are 
not static or passive, but emotionally involved in their world. As in the work of his 
famous nephew, Karoo Ashevak (1940-1974), round, inlaid eyes and contorted 
mouths contribute a high degree of expression. However, Karoo’s subjects were 
often imaginary spirits with magico-religious significance. Ooloolah’s work, like that 
of his talented brother, Charlie Ugyuk, is of the real world. The reality, for him, 
consists of people and of human emotion. 


Darlene Wight 
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Judas Ooloolah (Ullulaq) 

Born 1937 

EXHIBITIONS: 

July-August 1982 Spence Bay Sculpture 
Houston North Gallery, Lunenburg, N.S. 

October-December 1983 Inuit Masterworks: Selections from Collection of Indian and Northern 
Affairs 


McMichael Canadian Collection, Kleinberg, Ont. 


SOLO EXHIBITIONS: 


March 1983 Ooloolah of Spence Bay 
The Innuit Gallery of Eskimo Art, Toronto 
(Illustrated catalogue) 

November 1983 Judas Ooloolah 
Alaska Shop, Gallery of Eskimo Art, New York, N.Y. 
(Illustrated catalogue) 


June 1985 Whalebone Sculpture 
Gjoa Haven 
Featuring Judas Ooloolah 
Northern Images, Edmonton 


November 1985 Spence Bay Sculpture 

Ooloolah and Ugjuk 

Gallery Indigina, Waterloo 
COLLECTIONS: 
Musee des beaux-arts de Montreal, Montreal 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Ottawa 
MacDonald Stewart Art Centre, Guelph 

_Northern Heritage Centre, Prince of Wales Museum, Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
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